Edmonton > 


Provincial. Library 
Ita, 


New Volume 2; Number 12 


GARBON, ALBERTA, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1946 


to 36 


Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa. 


The Veteran Holds 
His Own On 


Civvy Street 


BY DOUG SMITH 


Approximately ome year ago 
the streets ot the cities and 
towns of Canada were lined 
with cheering crowds, ticker- 
tape floated down from tall 
buildings, bands blared martial 
music as Johnny came march- 
ing home. 

On November 11th through- 
out the Dominion the same men 
paraded to pay their respects to 
their fallen comrades, together 
with their fathers of the First 
Great War. From the year ago 
picture of blancoed webbing 
with snug fitting khaki or blue 
uniforms, the scene had chang- 
ed to assorted shades of wors- 
teds and tweeds. Only the rib- 
bons pinned so carefully and 
worn ‘so proudly on the left 
breast and the world-renowned 
Canadian jaunty step remained 
to show that once they had 
bein if - 

How have these men who re- 
turned to Canada with a cocky 
air and a not so cocky feeling 


eaviours of democracy 


in their innermost heart about 
reshaping their lives again stood 
up after a year of — rehabilita- 
tion? 

Dashed ord the 

thinks and they are proud of 
them. 
“Said one old sweat, “By gosh, 
I believe these young fellows 
have more ambition than we 
had.” 

ihis is an extremely debat- 
able question and can in no 


manner be properly understood 


Legion 


in view oi the difference in cir- 
cumstances. It is common 
knowledge that in World War | 
the soldier in the line was very 
poorly posted about what was 
going on “back home” and even 
less prepared in any manner to 
face the sudden responsibilities 
of civilian life. 

He was simply bro: 


‘Kt back 


anne nee eee 


Alberta V 


ers At the ‘Royal’ » 


on a troopship, given his dis- 
charge and a few dollars and 
from then on he was on his own 

It is true that the Soldiers’ 
Settlement Scheme was found- 
ed to give him a start on the 
land, Farm land was purchas- 
education, Uhile in World War 
months and in all too many 
cases it proved to be a complete 
fiasco. Far mland was purchae 
ed at inflated prices; prices of 
stock and equipment wer. also 
high. Veterans without farm cx 
perience were placed on th> 
land, some of them on land un. 
tested for its suitability for 
farming purposes. 

While it is not the Legion's 
intention to start tossing bou- 
quets in any government's lap, 


nevertheless when good work, 


is done it is among the first to 
show appreciation. And in the 
case of the rehabilitation of the 
World War II veteran the Leg- 
ion feels that while there is 
still more to be gained for the 
veteran appreciable 
amount has been done towards 
his rehabilitation when consid- 
ered in the light of what the 
veteran of World War I had 


dished out to him. 


yet an 


Natural, the Legion Asckes.o 
little pride in this because it 
was this organization who thru 
is experience and perseverance 
managed to have a great deal 
of these benefits brought into 
effect. 


ind so to revert to the re- 
mark of the old) sweat about 
one generation haying more am- 
bition than another, it just isn't 
a fair debate. In the First World 
War the 


many instances uneducated and 


troops returned in 
with four years in the trenches 
and no opportunity to gain an 


education. Whil ein World War 


ee 


2 Two Rodeytoré sisters who showed little fear in entering. top 


Shopeas-ord sister: Ruste” pon 


fim the whee} fection of the pore Winter Fair aré pic- 
above. They are 17-year-old Marjor Roppel, ith, tae on. the 
e right, 


on, sitting on and. her 


took second prize. 


II the majority of the men 
spent qnywhetc from 2 to 4 
years in England and took ad- 
vantage of the Canadian Legion 
Education Services. 

Today the youny veteran is 
either settling on the land, go- 
ing back to achool, taking vo- 
cational training, 
the job or is Working in some 
job. Recent statistics show at 
no time have more than six per- 
cent of discharged ecx-service 
peraonnel drawn 
benefits. 

So everything is rosy in the 
garden on the face of things. 

Now let's look behind the 
gilded picture and see what ‘vc 
have to crab about; 

Number one; You guessed it 
first time and there's no argu- 
ment againet it, it is housing. 
The housing situation has been 
badly ‘neglected by the proper 
authorities. It is realized that 
all the reaponsibility cannot be 
dumped into the government's 
lap and the provinces, munici- 
palities, private enterprise lab- 
or and we, the citizens, have a 


training on 


out-of-work 


moral responsibility to sec t. it 
that the man who was away 
fighting to make everything we 
have and hold dear secure for 
us is helped out in this respect. 

It is appreciated that many 
civilians are in the same boat, 
but the proportionate number is 
The writer does 
not profess to have a solution 
for this problem, but points out 
that on innumerable occasions 
legion offictale-cod aworned the 


not ao great. 


government of this housing 
crisis and urged them to appl 
the same concerted effort in 
this directon as they did in ex 
ecuting the war. 

Jobs; Everybody is working 
it seems and:thc money is roll- 
ing in. A job's a job some say. 
Yet it would be interesting to 
find out just how many veterans 
took the first thing that came 
along rather than be unemploy- 
ed. In other words “Is he happy 
in the service?” The veteran is 
a proud young man and he has 
been financially independen: 
for a number of years, but he ts 
not too proud to take an lonest 
job. 

It could well be that mon 
veterans in their employn 
are round pegs in square holes 
Reports, however, from de- 
lighted employers show thot 
the veteran is adapting himse!f 
admirably and doing an out- 
standing job, Which all goes to 
show that you can't keep a good 
volunteer down. 

The Legion however asks em- 
ployers to bear in mind that if 
in some instances there are 
times when things do not seem 
to work out to smoothly, to 
remember that the veteran is 
going through a traasitionary 
reriod that will in time straigh- 
ten itself out. Sometime when 
difficulties are involved it 
might be a good thing for the 
employer to have a chat with 
the secretary of the local Leg- 
ion branch who is a veteran him 
self of understanding and _ ex- 
perience and in a good position 
to act as a mediator. 

There are a number of leg- 
islative wndertakings that the 


Legion has to have agreed upon 


which 


that in good 


by the government and 
they feel confider 
time and with customary perser 
verance they will achieve. In 
the meantime the young yeter- 
ans are joining the Legion in 
their thousands to fuicher 
strengthen its place in society 
as the watchdog of veterans’ 


rights. 


CARBON AND DISTRICT 
: NEWS NOTES :: 


Ross Fraser and Russell -e- 
turned from hunting on Satur- 


day with a big moose . 


Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Garrett 
and family and Mr. R. Thor- 
burn were Sunday visitors at 


the Poplar Grove Ranch. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Me- 
Cracken and son were Calgary 
visitors this week. 

*~ 

Mrs .A. Barber and Mrs. J. 
Barber are visiting in) Drum- 
heller. 

- *r- 

Miss Norma Schielke of Cal- 
gary was a wee-kend visitor to 
Carbon. 

on 
Mrs .Wm. Ross was a Calgary 
week-end visitor. 
a. § 
Mrs. J. Kaiser who under- 


went an operation in) Caljacy 


is reported to be vrogre si Viaue 
orably. 
r 
Mrs. E. Ritchie was a Cal- 


ary visto ove." tie owe chee: 
—* 
Miss Elaine 


home for the week-end, 


Torrance was 


* 
Correction; In the Carbon 
Tr: ding Co. advertisement last 
week blankets were advertised 


as $56.95 per pair. This should 
of read $5.95 per pair. 
-* a 

Mrs. K. Nash spent Friday 
in Calgary. 

r- 

Mr. George Mears left last 
week to spend the winter in Cal 
gary. 

—* 

The skating rink is now 
open. Curling is expected to 
get under way this week-end. 

<i Guia 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Shaw are 
Calgary visitors this week. 

eatin 

Carnival at the Carbon rink 
on Friday, December 13th. 

-- Me 

Miss Florence Trumbly and 
Jimmie Loglin of Calgary were 
week-end visitors at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. C. Trumbly 
and Mr. and Mrs. F. Grainger 


Will Thorburn 
Dies Tuesday 


Mr. R. L. Thorburn receiv- 
ed word from New Bzunswick 
on Tuesday that his brother 
Will passed away. He came to 
Calgary in 1907. Whew war 
broke out in 1914 he enlisted 
and was sent overseas fo- a 
few years. On his return he 
was employed by the City of 
years. 
When he retired he came to 
Carbon where he resided with 


his brother Ross for ai few 


Calgary for over 20 


years before leaving for East- 
on -Cuusda. 

He is survived by six broth- 
ers, 

During the past summer the 
seven brothers were  toger'.es 
for the first time in 40 years 


You can he so btiby thot you 


are wasting time, 


4 a AND 4 ne yng 
Married At Mid-morning Ceremony 


Pictured above following their wedding ceremony at Sacred 


Heart church November 13th 


Schwartzenberger and his bride, the former Flora 


at 10am. are Antheny 
Mary 


Norma Little, Following a honeymoon in the United States 
the couple will take up residence at Trail, B.C, 


